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President's report 


April 2010 

We approach the AGM with a more hopeful response to 
our to requests for nominations for Committee Members 
and Club Officer positions. While we are confident in 
filling most positions, and covering most of the basic 
operating tasks, we still look like having no Vice-President, 
either as someone willing just to deputise for the President 
as required, or someone thinking seriously of volunteering 
for the President’s job next year. With a number of 
routine, but non-essential, tasks such as writing up 
monthly talks not being done at the moment because of 
lack of volunteers, and with our 50th anniversary to be 
planned for, even a solid committee is not going to be 
enough. Your Club will need you! 


Coming up in April and May 

April is of course subscriptions month. If you didn’t bring 
your cheque book to the AGM, fill in the form included with 
the GN this month and post it in so we have as few unpaid 
members to remind as possible over the next couple of 
months. 


May brings the first of our two boneseeding days for 2010, 
so make sure Saturday 22nd is circled in your diary before 
anybody else can put something there. The program for 
2010-2011 is nearly complete and will be in the May GN, 


Tonight... 


...Deborah Evans 


with another year of tempting talks and excursions— 
hopefully something for everybody. 


Autumn and winter tasks 

We have a couple of months of reasonable outdoor 
weather to look forward to before the cold sets in (and 
hopefully decent winter rains as well). So let’s all make 
the most of those, enjoying our local natural spots and 
remembering to keep records coming in so that we can 
keep up our monitoring of the timing of events to see what 
trends are emerging. Ern Perkins from the Castlemaine 
FNC gave an account at the recent SEANA campout of 
trends he has observed in his years of monthly plant and 
bird observations at various specific plots—some of the 
declines are devastating, but we must be able to 
document these to prove it to other people. 


And when those cold wet days arrive, it will be time to 
head for your attics and sheds to start looking through old 
GFNC programs, photos and such like to help us with our 
anniversary planning. We will be looking for volunteers to 
start collating information—could this be you? 


...It is the Annual General Meeting and members night. Diana Primrose and Peter Williams will report on 
the recent SEANA Campout, and Dave King will be showing some of has photographs. 


At the May meeting... 
...Richard Kumnick will speak on Local Wildlife Photography 


We welcome 
Stuart McCallum from Bannockburn 


to the club and wish him a long and happy association. 


Members are encouraged to arrive 
early at general meetings. 


GFNC website 


Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site frequently. 

GFNC Web page: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ 

e-mail address: gfnc@vicnet.net.au 


The photo on the front cover, by Trevor Pescott, is a Blue-banded Bee, Belmont 9/3/2010 


The photo on the back cover, by Alison Watson, is of GFNC members exploring the rock 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. 
to allow members to chat to other 
members and visitors. 


platform, Urquart Bluff February Excursion 





What's up 


20 to 21 March marked an annual celestial event, the 
autumn equinox. This is the time of the year when the sun 
is directly over the equator and day and night are of equal 
lengths. It marks the turning of the seasons and we can be 
sure that the worst of the hot weather (and also the 
bushfire season) is over. For people in the northern 
hemisphere, this equinox marks the coming of spring. 


An equinox is a good time to see one of the more subtle 
astronomical phenomena, the Zodiacal light. City dwellers 
do not often get a chance to see this, because it is quite 
faint and is most prominent at localities with a good view of 
the horizon. It appears as a cone of brightness reaching 
up from the horizon after the sun has set and also appears 
before the sun has risen in the morning. To see it, you 
need to have clear weather without haze or smog in the 
sky, and also no interference from moonlight. Desert 
camping trips provide excellent opportunities to appreciate 
the Zodiacal light. In the morning, it is often referred to as 
the 'false dawn' and apparently the prophet Muhammad 
called it by that name in his writings. 


The Zodiacal light is caused by sunlight reflecting off a 
cloud of small dust particles that occupy the ‘empty’ space 
in the Solar System. The cloud is flattened in the plane of 
the ecliptic (the plane in which most of the planets orbit) 
and therefore appears to stretch through those 
constellations making up the Zodiac. The glow fades fairly 
rapidly away from the horizon but if you are in a place 
where the sky is extremely dark and clear, it might be 
possible to see that the light extends all the way across 
the sky in a narrow band, known as the Zodiacal band. 
Directly opposite the sun is a slightly brighter patch in the 
sky, the Gegenschein (counter glow). The reflection 
probably brightens in that area because the particles 
directly opposite the sun are fully illuminated. Marilyn and | 
have never seen the Gegenschein, but a friend who long 


...Dean Hewish 


ago accompanied us to the Flinders Ranges once stayed 
up most of the night at his telescope and claimed to have 
been able to make it out. Of course, it will only be visible at 
times of the year when it is placed well clear of the Milky 
Way. 


The dust is thought to have originated from comets and 
perhaps also from collisions between rocks in the asteroid 
belt out beyond the orbit of Mars. The particles slowly 
spiral into the sun, so they must be continually replenished 
by some mechanism. However, it is not exactly a dust 
storm out there. It has been calculated that the average 
distance between the dust grains is about a kilometre. 
Their diameters are thought to be between 0.001 and 

0.3 mm. 


Near the time of the equinoxes, the Zodiacal light stands 
straight up from the horizon at either sunrise or sunset, 
making it slightly easier to see. In the southern 
hemisphere, this happens in the evening sky during the 
spring equinox (22—23 September). At this time of the 
year, it occurs in the morning sky. The light is visible 
morning and evening throughout the year under good 
conditions, but is tilted relative to the horizon at varying 
degrees. We have had the impression that the brightness 
of the Zodiacal light varies from night to night, but that is 
difficult to judge because the clarity of the atmosphere and 
darkness of the sky have big effects on its appearance 
and contrast. 


We have experienced times when the Zodiacal light was 
quite spectacular. | particularly remember an evening at 
Coward Springs on the Oodnadatta track, during a trip 
north we made with Margaret Cameron. It is worthwhile 
being aware of this phenomenon and making an effort to 
see it when the locality and conditions allow. 


This Month 


Discovery—The earth is not flat 

We have driven many times past this site of granite 
outcrops and singular, free-standing stones on the 

hill and saw no more than a sheep paddock with some 

interesting looking rocks. 

We had no appreciation of its history and the number of its 

features until, with ‘nothing better to do’ we decided to stop 

and walk up the hill. 

At the top, and getting a new perspective, all was 

revealed. Standing there, looking around, you could easily 

imagine that you were in a rundown sculpture park where 

timeless pieces retained their intrinsic beauty. 

A sheep paddock? Back home and a bit of research 

revealed that our ‘discovery’ was once part of an island in 

an ancient sea, and all that goes with such a heritage. 

| believe this feature has been designated as a Site of 

National Heritage Significance. If not, it should be. 

And take note, we were trespassing on a Trust for Nature 

property. 

And what is this property? The Dog Rocks at Batesford — 


..Joe Hubbard 


it seems everybody knew this but us! 

By the way, we weren't alone here. We shared this with a 
flock of sheep, Yellow-rumped Thornbills, three Pipits, a 
Willie Wagtail and Yellow Admiral butterflies which 
seemed to be egg-laying on some nettles. 

Best of all was Val sighting a sunning lizard which didn’t 
wait to be introduced. Later | was told there were a few 
here—possibly Jacky Lizards. Interesting! 


When a gull is a sitting duck 
Diary Limeburners Bay 7/4/08 
Classic autumn day. Afternoon with high tide. Watched an 
Arctic Jaeger, like a sheepdog, working the Silver Gulls on 
the water. Fascinating watching this—pick a likely victim, 
single it out from the roosting flock, spook it into flight, and 
harass it until the panic-stricken bird disgorges its last 
meal. The ‘wise’ gulls seemed to know that if you stay put, 
hold your nerve, you're safe in the flock. 
Once in the air your meal becomes the Jaeger’s. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Out and about 
Geelong’s 1842 plant list Part 2 


B etween 1839 and 1841 Harriet Roadknight collected 
plants in Geelong and sent them to Ronald Gunn in 
Tasmania. Gunn published a list of the genera, but 
mentioned few actual species. However, because we 
know that the plants were collected ‘in the immediate 
vicinity of Geelong’ and that Harriet lived at the river end of 
Pakington Street, we can make some educated guesses 
about the plants she found and what flowers might have 
been seen in the very early days of white settlement in 
Geelong. 


There are few early accounts. Samuel Hannaford was the 
editor and chief author of the Agricultural and Horticultural 
Gazette published in Geelong in the late 1850s. It 
included ‘Botanical Features of the Month’, which 
described the native plants flowering around Melbourne 
and Geelong, especially those worthy of cultivation. In 
‘Gleanings by the Way’ for December 1857 Hannaford 
waxed lyrical: 

Our Geelong readers have only to pay a visit to 
the beautiful paddocks near the Barwon to obtain hosts of 
wild flowers, of which any description from our pen would 
be feeble indeed. The grass, blue as heaven, with a small 
Lobelia elegantly trailing on the ground, whilst more ambi- 
tiously the white flowers of the Burchardia umbellata and 
the pink corollas of the Jack-in-the-Box — Stylidium — 
hold up their heads on long, tall, almost naked stems. 
Then there is the gloriously pale blue Brunonia Australis, 
its small flowers clustered together in a dense head, with 
soft, woolly, or rather silky root leaves; and the waxy white 
Pimelea, specimens two feet high of the Drosera with pel- 
tate leaves. The rugged Quarry banks too are ornamented 
by the white, long tubular flowers of the sweet-scented 
Tobacco (Nicotiana suaveolens); and here and there a 
small bushy plant with purple daisy-like flowers Eury- 
biopsis hooker. 





Photo:Valda Dedman 


Calystegia flower, near Barwon River 


In 1860 he published his Sea and River-side Rambles in 
Victoria, which includes a description of Buckley Falls and 
the Moorabool just upstream of Fyansford, and provides a 
few more Geelong species’ names. 

Nearly forty years later, we have accounts of local 
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... Valda Dedman 


vegetation in the Geelong Naturalist. G.H. Adcock’s 
Census of Indigenous Plants of the Geelong District was 
published in 1897, but we do not know what area this 
covered. In 1906 H. B. Williamson provided brief lists of 
Buckley Falls plants seen on excursions there, and an 
article, The Flora of Geelong district, appeared in 1911. 
A study carried out by Geoff Carr in 1987 found many of 
these species still in existence, and added further to the 
‘local’ Barwon list, together with a host of introduced 
weeds. 


In his article on the Flora of the Geelong district, published 
in 1842, Ronald Campbell Gunn listed 53 plant genera 
from 36 orders, but gave few species’ names. (See the full 
list in the March 2010 Geelong Naturalist). Allowing for 
changes in nomenclature and reclassifications, | present 
the following comments on possible species represented. 


Ranunculus amphitrichus Small River 

Buttercup. A pre-1900 record exists for the area. 
Clematis microphylla Hannaford found it at Buckley 
Falls: ‘That feathery looking plant which covers yon bush 
is a Clematis ... as much deserving of the popular name of 
“old man’s beard” as its twin sister of England and Ireland’ 
and named the species growing beside the Yarra. 
Cardamine heterophylla was the name given to Bitter 
Cress by Hooker from a specimen sent to him by Gunn 
(‘found in wet places’) and the one used by Gunn in the 
text of his article. It is a perennial herb up to 35 cm tall, 
with a basal rosette and white flowers. It has been 
reclassified as C. hirsuta var. heterophylla, a variant of 
C. gunnii, which is now presumed extinct in Victoria, 
although there is one pre-1900 record from northwest of 
Geelong, perhaps on the Moorabool River. Maybe we 
should be looking for it closer to home. 

Drosera peltata. See Hannaford 1857 above. Today it 
includes two subspecies, auriculata Tall Sundew and 
peltata Pale Sundew. The Scarlet Sundew 

D. glanduligera has been recorded right in Geelong. 
Tetratheca ciliata Black-eyed Susan. Named by Gunn 

in his article. 

Bursaria spinosa. Still occurs beside the Barwon. 

Linum marginale. Native Flax. Buckley Falls 1906, 1989. 
Stellaria angustifolia Swamp Starwort. The type 
specimen was sent by Gunn to Hooker who wrote: ‘An 
aquatic or marsh plant, most nearly allied to our 

S. uliginosa, but the leaves are not at all glabrous, their 
margins are serrated and the flowers are much smaller. Mr 
Allan Cunningham has found ... this ... on the continent of 
New Holland.’ 

Malva australiana (= Gunn’s Lavatera plebeia) Austral 
Hollyhock was once found close to Geelong. Undated 
records exist. The starchy taproot was used as food by the 
aboriginals and the outer fibres of stems twisted into fine 
string. 

Gynatrix pulchella Native Hemp Bush (= Gunn’s Sida 
pulchella), which was the name given to the specimen (no. 
173) sent to Hooker in 1835. It was still known by this 
name by Hannaford who found it at Buckley Falls, and has 


been used extensively in riverside revegetation in 
Geelong. String was made from the bark. 

Hypericum gramineum (= Gunn’s H. involutum) 

Small St. John’s Wort. 

Pelargonium rodneyanum Magenta Stork’s-bill. 
Conspicuous. Often mentioned in the early literature. 
Pelargonium australe Austral Stork’s-bill. 

Geranium retrorsum Grassland Cranes-bill. 

Buckley Falls 1987 

Geranium solanderi Austral Crane’s-bill. 

Hannaford recommended using the native pelargoniums 
in gardens. 

Oxalis perennans (= Gunn’s O. microphylla) Grassland 
Wood-sorrel. Hannaford April 1857: ‘this is the very com- 
mon yellow flowering plant, with clover-like leaves, which, 
when chewed, furnish an agreeable acid to the palate in 
cases of thirst’. He’s right. | tried them. They are still very 
common in my Highton front ‘lawn’. 

Zygophyllum billardierei Coast Twin-leaf. This is an 
unexpected inland occurrence that persists at Seaview 
Park, on the limestone ridge on the south side of the 
Barwon River at Belmont. 

Correa reflexa Common Correa. Even though both 
Williamson 1906 and Carr 1987 found C. glabra Rock 
Correa at Buckley Falls, Hannaford 1860 wrote of the 
flower colour: ‘The green and scarlet native Fuchsias may 
be gathered here’. 

Stackhousia monogyna Creamy Candles. Named by 
Gunn. Hannaford May 1857: ‘Grassy situations near 
Geelong. Flowering October.’ 

Lotus australis Austral Trefoil. Its distribution is now 
poorly known. Pretty pink or white peaflowers to 2 cm 
wide. It is found in areas of heavy soils in grasslands and 
grassy woodlands and there are records from Geelong. 
Indigofera australis Austral Indigo. Hannaford 1860. 
Daviesia ulicifolia or leptophylla or latifolia. All have 
records very close in to Geelong. D. latifolia is recorded 
from the Bellarine Rail Trail. Bitter-peas. 

Kennedia prostrata, named by Gunn in the text, persists 
at Seaview Park, and Hannaford often mentioned it in the 
Agricultural Gazette. 

Eutaxia microphylla var. diffusa was found at 
Murgheboluc Railway Line Reserve in 2005. 

Glycine latrobeana, Clover Glycine, rare and protected 
today, was common in 1857 ’in grassy places’. 
Pultenaea tenuifolia Slender Bush-pea would probably 
have been collected, since it can still be found at Seaview 
Park, a rare local occurrence. In the Geelong region it is 
normally a coastal species. 

Platylobium obtusangulum the most likely candidate. 
Acacia retinodes and Acacia paradoxa both occur at 
Seaview Park. 

Lyrthrum hyssopifolia Small Loosestrife or L. salicaria 
Purple Loosestrife. Both occurred at Buckley Falls in 1906 
and 1987 and Hannaford mentions loosestrife at the 
Moorabool. 

Leptospermum lanigerum Woolly Teatree still grows by 
the Barwon. 

Callistemon sieberi River Bottlebrush (= Gunn’s 
Melaleuca) is still quite common. it may have pale yellow 
or pink flowers and Hannaford (1860) wrote of ‘the pretty 
pink Melaleuca paludosa’ beside the Moorabool. 
Hydrocotyle hirta Hairy Pennywort. Buckley Falls 1906. 
There are undated records for Stinking Pennywort, 

H. laxiflora. the aquatic Trefoil Pennywort 





Pultenaea tenuifolia Photo: Claire Greenwell 


H. medicaginoides and Yellow Pennywort H. foveola 
from right in Geelong. 


COMPOSITAE: Fourteen species, and we can only suggest 
a few. 

Vittadinia gracilis Woolly New Holland Daisy grows at 
Seaview Park. Key sites in Tasmania where the plant is 
rare include Glen Leith near New Norfolk, an area well 
known to Gunn. A former name was 

Eurybiopsis hookeri. 

Brachyscome graminea Grass Daisy is mentioned by 
Hannaford in 1857 ‘amidst rushes on the banks of 
lagoons’ and flowering January. 

Calocephalus lacteus Milky Beauty-heads and Calotis 
scapigera Tufted Burr-daisy both at Buckley Falls in 1906, 
but not in 1987. 


Brunonia australis Blue Pincushion was evidently much 
more common in the early days of white settlement. 
Goodenia ovata Hop Goodenia. Hannaford 1860: ‘the 
large leafy bushy one with ovate-dentate leaves and 
yellow flowers which is overhanging the stream’. 

Scaevola albida Small-fruit Fan-flower is one of the 
coastal plants found on the limestone of Seaview Park. 
Stylidium gramineum Grass Triggerplant 

Wahlenbergia gracilis Sprawling Bluebell was very 
common in Hannaford’s day, but W. luteola is now 
recorded from Seaview Park (= Gunn’s Campanula). 
Leucopogon parviflorus Coast Beard-heath 
Convolvulus erubescens and C. remotus, both very 
common grassland plants. However, Calystegia sepium, 
in the same family, still grows at Jerringot and near the 
Barwon, at the end of Pakington Street. 

Nicotiana suaveolens Austral Tobacco, now considered 
rare in Victoria, grew in ‘the quarry’. The endangered 

N. maritima Coast Tobacco has a rare occurrence in Gee- 
long. This may be the plant referred to by Hannaford and 
may even be extinct today. 

Euphrasia collina Purple Eyebright. It is a semiparasitic 
herb. Hannaford May 1857: ‘Euphrazia Eye-bright’ was 
one of the botanical features of the month. 

Veronica gracilis Slender Speedwell. 

Mimulus repens Creeping Monkey Flower is another in 
the Scrophula family that is still found at Jerringot and 
Seaview Park. 


(Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) 

Ajuga australis Austral Bugle was recommended as a 
garden flower by Hannaford. 

Myoporum sp. 1 Sticky Boobialla is the species now 
recorded for Geelong. It is a variant of M. viscosum and 
grows in rocky areas, sometimes coastal. 

Samolus repens with white star flowers is very common 
in saline or tidal areas. The Barwon breakwater was not 
completed until 1840 and the river was often salty. 
Polygonum plebeium Small Knotweed would have been 
common at the water’s edge, but so would have 
Muehlenbeckia florulenta Tangled Lignum which until 
recently was known as polygonum. 

Pimelea glauca Smooth Rice-flower. There were no doubt 
several other rice-flowers present locally, but this species 
still puts on a fine display each year at Seaview Park. 
ORCHIDAE: 14 species. It is a pity Gunn did not name any 
species. 

Thelymitra antennifera Rabbit's Ears (= Gunn’s 
Macdonaldia). Gunn would have been sorry at this change 
of name, since it originally commemorated a great friend of 
his, Charlotte Macdonald-Smith. Lindley had named the 
genus after her in Edwards Botanical Register, of which he 
was editor from 1839 to1847. She collected seaweeds and 
orchids and changed the drying paper for Gunn’s 
specimens when he was absent from home, collecting. 
‘Without her my collection would have been far less, & a 
great proportion of those collected would have been 
spoiled’, Gunn wrote to Hooker after she died in 1838. 
Prasophyllum lindleyanum Green Leek-orchid, with 
green and white flowers in a narrow spike, and Diuris 
palustris Swamp Diuris, only 15 cm tall, are both listed as 
vulnerable, and have been listed for Geelong, but may 
now be extinct here, while the rare and endangered Diuris 
sp. aff. chryseopsis (Basalt Plains) Small Golden Moths 
has recently been found here. 

In November 1995 a patch of Microtis unifolia Common 
Onion-orchid suddenly appeared in a vacant block of land 
in Victoria Terrace, part of the Belmont escarpment. They 
had not previously been seen there in living memory, 
although they are a widespread and plentiful species. At 
about the same time these onion-orchids and Thelymitra 
pauciflora Slender Sun-orchid suddenly appeared for a 
season at Pollocksford. 


(Continued from page 1) 

On arrival saw a brown Pink Robin—expect to see these 
this time of year. 

Something disturbed the moulting swans—hundreds 
moved away from the shore in a v-shaped flotilla. Colours 
highlighted in the afternoon sun—new black plumage, 
bright red beaks, a few raising wings to show white wing 
bars. An impressive sight. 

(Swans have an annual moult which makes them 
flightless. Showing white wing bars considered by some to 
be signals.) 


To get you going 

On your way to Dog Rocks at Batesford you will pass the 
Moorabool River Reserve which is worth a visit. Look for a 
small carpark near Lilydale House entrance. Interesting 
short walks upstream and downstream. 

Continue up Dog Rocks Rd, where you can view the rocks 
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Burchardia umbellata Milkmaids. Named by Gunn. 

Wurmbea dioica (= Gunn’s Anguillaria) Early Nancy. 

There are no other records from right in Geelong. 

Hannaford in Melbourne noted: ‘Everywhere the ground 

was white as with snow with that little exquisite gem 

Wurmbea dioica its petals circled on the interior with a 

band of brown’. 

Caesia calliantha Blue Grass-lily. 

Arthropodium minus Small Vanilla-lily and A. strictum 

Chocolate Lily are still present in Geelong. Other lilies 

would probably have been plentiful in 1842. Blue and 

Yellow Stars caught Hannaford’s eye. Hypoxis glabella 

Tiny Star is listed for Seaview Park and H. vaginata 

Yellow Star suddenly appeared in my Highton garden a 

few years ago. 

Additional References 

Australian Plant Name Index (APNI) www.anbg.gov.au 
CPBR 

Carr, G. (1987) The Vegetation and Management of 
Buckley Falls, on the Barwon River near Geelong, 
Victoria. Ecological Horticulture, Clifton Hill, Vic. 

Hannaford, S. (1860) Sea and River-side Rambles in 
Victoria, Facsim edn. Warrnambool Institute Press, 
Warrnambool. 

Viridans (1999) Wild Plants of Victoria CD-Rom, Viridans 
Biological Databases, Melbourne. 

The Victorian Agricultural & Horticultural Gazette 1857— 
1861, Heath & Cordell, Geelong. 





Pimelea glauca flowering profusely Seaview paddock 
Photo: Valda Dedman 


from the road. Melways 430 B12. 

Before your visit, go to December 2009 Geelong 
Naturalist, pp. 12-13. This article, thanks to Rob Ganly 
and Dean Hewish, gives you an interesting insight into the 
history of this area. 

Limeburners Bay can, at times, look a bit uninviting, but 
don’t be deterred. A reasonable walk would be to the 
mangroves via a boardwalk. Melways 432 H8. 

On your return you could do some birdwatching from 
Foreshore Rd. Even try down near the refinery. 

You’ve got to be lucky to see a Jaeger. If it is working the 
gulls (and others) it will stand out from the crowd. 

A medium-sized powerful flyer looking rather falcon-like. 
Come cooler months Pink Robins move out from forests to 
more open areas. They are usually all brown. 

And keep your eyes out for Flame Robins—another cool 
months visitor to our area. 

Seasonal change is with us! Cheers! 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
Soil Health — Tim Johnston 


n Tuesday March 9 as part of the Wider Geelong 

Flora series, Tim Johnston from DPI Geelong spoke 
about Soil Health. Tim specialises in grain growing in SW 
Victoria. 


Tim took us gently through the technical aspects of soil 
structure and composition then focused on what 
constitutes a healthy soil in terms of crop growth. 

Keys to a healthy soil were organic carbon content, biota 
and pH levels. 

Carbon content was due to: 

Short term or labile organic material that assists 
fertility and is rapidly broken down releasing 
nutrients for plant uptake and carbon dioxide to 
the atmosphere. 

Humus also assisted fertility but was a longer term 
component and 

Particulate carbon which played an important role in 
cation exchange (CEC = Cation Exchange 
Capacity) was an even longer term component. 
Biochar is particulate carbon. 

Soil biota, in particular fungi and bacteria but also the 
macro and micro fauna, were essential in developing 
good soil structure and nutrient cycling. Most of us were 
familiar with the carbon and nitrogen cycles. Tim showed 
some interesting photomicrographs of fungal hyphae 
holding soil particles and scanning electron micrographs 
of microfauna like Collembola. 


We were convinced that if you want to get to know your 
soil, you need to dig a big hole and have a good hard 
look! Look for the dark organic matter in the surface layer, 
look at the crumb structure, look for bugs and look to see 
how far down the plants roots penetrate. 


Tim touched on many other aspects of soil health 
including climate change and the changes in land use (i.e. 
from grazing to cropping), laser levelling and rock removal 
taking over from raised beds (a relic from high rainfall 
times), soil erosion due to exposing the soil through 
excessive ploughing and stubble burning and bio- 
sequestration of carbon. We were warned about 
entrepreneurial schemes that offered magic bullet 
solutions to soil problems. If it looks too good to be true, 
then it probably is. 


A robust question time followed the talk and the meeting 
had the feeling that the DPI was on top of most of the 
issues that will impact on future food production from 
healthy soils around Geelong. However, much work 
needs to be done, particularly in the soil biology area and 
we were referred to the work of Dr Pauline Mele and her 
research on Soil Biota see: http://Ilwa.gov.au/ 


projects/3235 


For further information see: 


1. Soil Health Panel Discussion VWCCMA Huntly Workshop 


Outcomes Report 24 July 2007 which can be found at: 
http ://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/library/scripts/ 


...Stuart McCallum 


objectifyMedia.aspx?file=KMSMedia/ 
pdf/15/03.pdf&fileName= 


2. Findings report on a Soil Health Forum which was 
part of NCCMA Catchment Knowledge Exchange, held 
at the Bendigo Exhibition Centre on 15 June 2006. 
http:/Awww.vcmc.vic.gov.au/Web/Docs/KM%20Soil% 
20Forum%20Proceedings.pdf 


3. VRO Victorian Resources Online website 
http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/ 
vrohome 


Related Event from CO; News March 10 

Bio Char Conference 2010. Sydney, 27-28 May 2010, 
Sydney Marriott Hotel 
http://news.envirocentre.com.au/co2/newsletter.php? 
issue=/51 

Debate surrounding Australia's Carbon Pollution 
Reduction Scheme has placed biochar high on the 
political agenda with both major Australian parties 
outlining plans to improve the focus on carbon emission 
reduction through soil management techniques, such as 
biochar. All current signs suggest that biochar is one of 
humanities greatest weapons in the fight against climate 
change. 

This conference will explore Australia's own success 
stories within the biochar realm exhibiting business 
models, organisational case studies and world first 
research. 

As a delegate attending this unique event, you will have 
the rare opportunity to explore two commercially 
operating pyrolysis plants in Australia, Pacific Pyrolysis 
and Crucible Carbon. 

This conference will allow you see biochar created 
first-hand, pose questions to world leading experts, and 
develop your own biochar strategy. 


For further information or to register for the Conference, 
call IIR Conferences on 02 9080 4090, 
email info@iir.com.au 








À 


Meadow Argus, Lake Lorne 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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Bird photography for the ‘financially challenged'—Neil Hickman 
Bird Group meeting, 18 March 2010 


eil Hickman from BellBOCA stepped in at short notice 
to describe his bird photography techniques and 
present some of his very impressive pictures. 


Neil has given us the following article detailing his 
experiences and advice. 


On a recent visit by the Melbourne 'Photoboca' group, Bob 
Young noticed me taking photographs by 

digiscoping with my cheap digital camera through our 
group's telescope and through my binoculars. The 

fishing equivalent would be having a go with a piece of 
string and a bent pin! Well, the good news is that | have 
taken some absolute beauties. I’m currently having a ball, 
just finding how far the technique can be pushed. | should 
say at the outset that it is not possible to compete with a 
good digital single-lens reflex camera and a long lens but 
my system can be bought new for just over $100, not 
counting binoculars or a telescope. The results can 
sometimes surprise good photographers with very 
expensive equipment. 


| should explain how my interest in bird photography 
began. | had been ‘having a go' with my Canon A80 for 
about 18 months and had some nice coloured dots to 
show for my efforts, but very little else. Then one day | 
came across a Little Eagle feeding on a small rabbit. It 
allowed me to approach and when | was quite close | was 
amazed to see another rabbit hop up to within a metre of 
the eagle that was probably consuming one of its relatives. 
When the eagle ate, so did the rabbit and they periodically 
looked at each other as they went about their business. | 
just had to capture this, so | switched my camera to video 
mode and held it up to the eyepiece of my binoculars. | 
tried to steady the camera on a fence post and promptly 
got electrocuted across my ‘lower abdomen’. When | got 
home | played (the very shaky) videos on my computer, 
and was really pleased that | had captured something 
amazing. | ran the video many times and used the pause 
button to find some decent frames. | then used the 
computer ‘screen capture’ to get an image, took it into my 
picture editing software, and cropped it. This incident got 
me thinking, 'There’s got to be a better way!’ 


The first thing to say is that if you use the default 

settings on a digital camera with binoculars or a telescope 
you will not get very good results. However when | 
discovered Fast Shutter mode on my little Canon A80 
camera, my bird photography career began. 


My technique is very simple (but needs some practice). 
The lens of Canon Powershot cameras such as the A80 
and my new Ad90IS, fit snugly into the rubber 

eyepieces of my Gerber DL binoculars. The camera lens 
also fits over the eyepiece of our BellIBOCA telescope. It is 
essential that the metal outer part of the camera lens not 
touch the telescope or binocular eyepiece lenses. | simply 
hold the camera to the binoculars or telescope without any 
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...Jean Hewish 


attachments. The image in the telescope or binoculars can 
be optically zoomed by the camera and all the automatic 
functions of the camera will still work. In all instances, the 
bird and the photographer will be moving so one has to 
shoot at the fastest possible speed. However, a higher 
ISO setting causes extra grain in the final image. The 
technique can only produce good images if the bird is in 
good light. 


The best tip | could give anyone is to sit in the garden ona 
sunny day and try a range of camera settings while 
photographing through your binoculars. Choose a non 
moving object in the sun and go through the camera 
manual, trying all of the features. Automatic focusing 
works best when using the Centre option. 'Spot' light 
metering is usually the best but 'Centre Weighted 
Average’ also works. The second best tip is that once you 
have decided on a combination of settings, set and forget 
them. On a given outing, take all the shots with those 
settings. If they don’t work, try something else next time. 
Don’t change lots of variables on the day. Accept from the 
start that if the bird isn’t in good light and doesn’t fill a large 
part of the frame, then the quality of the photograph will 
not be very good. With maximum optical zoom (forget 
digital zoom), my binoculars give me a lens equivalent of 
over 500 mm, and the telescope, over 1000 mm. The third 
tip is to be ready. The beauty of taking pictures this way is 
that a small digital camera with lots of spare batteries can 
always be in your pocket. If you have your binoculars you 
are in business. Currently my system is as follows. If the 
sun is out and the birds are around, then the camera is in 
my hand, switched on, all settings entered and already 
zoomed to the maximum. Most importantly, you should 
ensure that the shutter speed is as fast as possible. It is 
amazing how many shots | have been able to take by 
being ready to go. If the camera is in my pocket when the 
bird appears, better luck next time! 


It is critical that the image is focused as sharply as 
possible in the telescope or binoculars. If the bird is sitting 
nicely, the focus should be checked every few shots. It is 
all too easy to blame the camera for not focusing properly 
when, in the excitement, the telescope/binoculars are not 
carefully focused. If the bird moves forward or backward, 
refocusing is essential. Once everything is set and you 
have the image of a bird on the LCD screen, how you use 
the centre of the screen will have a big effect on the 
image. The camera screen centre is used to both focus 
and meter the light. You can make the image light or dark 
by having the centre on a light or dark part of the bird. 
Fortunately the brightness is displayed on the screen and 
you can depress the shutter half way to see if it is too light 
or dark. This needs some practice to get right. If the bird is 
positioned side-on, it is usual to focus on the head. The 
human eye can accept the tail being slightly out of focus 
but a blurred eye or beak is very noticeable. 

The best light to photograph birds is in the early morning 
and late afternoon. This will present some difficulties, as 


the sun will often be shining on the camera's LCD screen. 
If everything is set up, sometimes you simply have to trust 
yourself and go for it, when you can only see glare on the 
screen. A very successful technique is to focus on a 
mid-colour part of the bird, hold the shutter button half way 
down while you reposition the image and then depress the 
button all the way when the bird is in good position. 
Mastering this technique leads to a quantum leap in the 
number of successful shots of birds. This is easy to say, 
but not so easy to do when a Hobby lands in the tree next 
to you or a Kestrel is dismembering a mouse on a post in 
front of you. This is when camera shake often exceeds 
bird movement. 


If you enjoy seeing nice birds and are also able to take a 
good photograph, then that enjoyment can be enhanced in 
many ways. The first is when you review your shots when 
you get back to your car or when you get home. It can 
sometimes take your breath away when you utter, 'Yes! | 
got it!' (though you will certainly say 'Oh no! | missed it’ 
many more times). The second is printing your best shots 
to make an album, or editing them to make computer slide 
shows which can be burnt to DVD. The third is to be able 


to compare your images with those in the bird guides in 
order to learn how light, shade and bird orientation can 
significantly change the appearance of a bird. Finally, to 
be able to share your photographs and enjoy them with 
fellow bird photographers is an endless source of 
stimulation to do more and to do better. 


| would like to conclude with a quote by the famous 
Australian ornithologist, Graham Pizzey. 'If you are not an 
artist, photography is your sole remaining friend. This is in 
no way regrettable, for photography is not the 

soulless mechanical process that some artists imagine. 
There are many ways of expressing your personality 
through a camera. A technique must be learned but after 
that, what you do with the technique is your affair alone 
and if your personality and appreciation are strong enough 
they will eventually impress themselves on your 
photographs. A series of photographs into which you have 
poured your energy and resourcefulness, quietens for a 
time your need to express yourself, and you feel content 
because you have extended yourself to do the best you 
can, even though you know there is much more to be 
done.’ 


Brush-Tailed Phascogale Search 
Brisbane Ranges, 13-16 March 2010 


GPS 55 252265E, 5809254N, 378m altitude. DSE Permit No. 10005048 


ach March-April we make a search for Brush-tailed 

Phascogales in the Brisbane Ranges. This year we 
selected a site along Lease Road near the turn-off onto 
Savannah Track, where there are a number of old 
smooth-barked eucalypts including Manna Gums and with 
some Swamp Gums and Long-leaf Box. They were 
scattered among a much denser growth of young trees of 
the same species. 
The sparse shrub-layer consisted of Burgan, Black Wattle 
and Golden Wattle. Apart from fallen logs and leaf-litter, 
the ground was mainly bare. 


Traps: we set 20 large Elliott traps on wooden brackets 
attached to the trunks of the oldest trees at about 1.5 m 
above the ground. They were set in four transects each of 
five traps. We also set 20 small Elliott traps on the ground 
in a similar pattern of 4x5. 


Bait: the conventional peanut butter, honey and oatmeal 
bait was used, and diluted honey was sprayed around the 
bases of the trees in which the traps were set. 


... [revor Pescott 


Dates: the traps were set on Saturday 13 March, and 
checked daily in accordance with the conditions of our 
trapping permit, on 14/03/10 and 15/03/10, then collected 
on Tuesday 16 March. 


Weather: fine and warm during the day; calm, clear, mild 
nights. 


Results: no phascogales were caught, nor were any 
antechinuses trapped in the tree-trunk traps. However on 
14/03/10 a female Agile Antechinus was caught in one of 
the small Elliotts. It was caught on 15/03/10 in the same 
trap which was then removed. On 16/03/10 a male Agile 
Antechinus was caught in a trap about 10 m from that in 
which the female was caught. The female weighed 14 gm, 
the male 24 gm. 


Thanks to Parks Victoria for permission to trap in the Bris- 
bane Ranges National Park, and to Dave King, Valda 
Dedman, Vicky Grosser, Elspeth Swan and Paul Noquay. 


Plant group 


...Dick Southcombe 


March 9 2010. See page 4 for Stuart Mc Callum's report on Wider Geelong Flora Lecture on Soils by Tim Johnson. 


April Meeting 


Polly and Helen will conduct the workshop session and request we each bring plant specimens, items ex 
newspapers / journals and our reference books. Flora of Victoria and our clubs microscope will be available. 
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Greenish Grass-dart 


Small Grass-yellow 


Spotted Jezebel 


Marbled Xenica 


Varied Sword-grass Brown 


Common Brown 


Common Brown 
Common Brown 
Common Brown 
Common Brown 
Shouldered Brown 
Shouldered Brown 
Meadow Argus 
Australian Painted Lady 


2/02/2010 
6/02/2010 
14/03/2010 
20/03/2010 
21/03/2010 
24/3/2010 


8/02/2010 


5/02/2010 


5/03/2010 
13/01/2010 


15/01/2010 
15/01/2010 
7/03/2010 

13/03/2010 


17/03/2010 
26/02/2010 
3/03/2010 
8/02/2010 
26/02/2010 
6/03/2010 
12/03/2010 
2/02/2010 


Butterfly report 


Victoria Tce, Belmont 
Jerringot, Belmont Common 
Victoria Tce, Belmont 

Little River 

West of Bacchus Marsh 
Breamlea 


Long Forest Long Point Tk 


Westwood Rd between Forrest 


& Gellibrand 
Yaugher pine plantation 


Yaugher Cemetery/Boundary 


Roads, Yaugher 
Yaugher 


Carlisle Heath, Bunker Hill Tk 


Yaugher pine plantation 


Brisbane Ra Lease Rd at 
Savannah Tk 


Yaugher 

Yaugher 

Brisbane Ra Switch Rd 
Long Forest Long Point Tk 
Yaugher 

Yaugher pine plantation 
Lake Lorne, Drysdale 
Victoria Tce, Belmont 


...Valda Dedman 


Many Warm, sunny 

Many 

2 Warm, sunny 

Several flying over low plants by river 
Several in garden 


2 flying over estuary, one towards sea, 
one heading inland 


1 at Box Mistletoe flowers 


Many 


1 Warm, sunny 
1 


1 

1 

1 Warm, sunny 

Few female. Warm, sunny, 3 pm 


1 female. Mild morning, 8.30 am 
2 female. Hot, 4 pm 

Few female. 9 am 

1 male in mallee 

Many Hot, 4 pm 

Many Warm, sunny, 3 pm 

2 Warm, sunny, 11.30 am 
Many Warm, sunny, 11.30 am 


16/3/2010 Brisbane Ra Lease Rd at 
Savannah Tk 

Werribee Vale, W of Bacchus 
Marsh 

Brisbane Ranges cnr Sawpit 
Gully Rd & Pine Tk 


Long Forest Long Point T 


1 Warm, sunny, 11.30 am 


Yellow Admiral 14/02/2010 1 on brick wall of house 


13/03/2010 1 male flying low to ground, landing on 
grass. Sunny, calm 

Dozens fluttered around low saltbush 
plants Einadia hastata 


1 on grass Sunny, calm 


Saltbush Blue 8/02/2010 


Common Grass-blue 13/03/2010 Brisbane Ra Cnr Sawpit Gully 


Rd & Pine Tk 

69 North Valley Rd, Highton 
Victoria Tce, Belmont 
Yaugher pine plantation 
Jerringot, Belmont Common 


14/03/2010 
2/02/2010 
5/03/2010 
6/02/2010 


1 on grass Sunny, warm 
Many Warm, sunny, 11.30 am 
Many Warm, sunny 3 pm 
Many 





Marilyn Hewish was lucky enough to see part of a butterfly 
migration. The Small Grass-yellow migrate 

‘opportunistically’ (Braby) and come as far south as the Brisbane 
Ranges perhaps once in five years, although we have a single 
record in Newtown from Joe Hubbard for both 2007 and 2008. 
With great excitement, Joe has reported two more, at the estuary Trevor Pescott is worried that there are fewer Sword-grass 

at Breamlea. One was heading seawards and the other Browns at Yaugher, possibly because the Gahnia, where they 
appeared to have been blown back to land. Both were actively breed, is slashed under the powerlines where he has formerly 
flying about. This year the floods in Queensland and our March seen them. His biggest concern is that he has not seen any 
Indian summer may have contributed to the southerly migration. Imperial Jezebels yet and the Club records confirm this, for we 
The Small Grass-yellow is the only Yellow that can tolerate our have none after October 2008. Meadow Argus with their many 
colder weather, but it will probably not stay to breed, largely ‘eyes’ often turn up on the Bellarine Peninsula, but reports were 
because its larval food plants, the Sennas, are generally not missing for 2009, so we welcome Trevor's sighting of two at Lake 
found here. There are, however, small outlying populations of Lorne. 

Senna artemisioides subsp. petiolaris and subsp. filifolia in the 
Bacchus Marsh-Melton area, so keep your eyes out, Marilyn, for 
daytime-feeding green caterpillars with a dark green mid-dorsal 
line and a yellow lateral line, but beware of any white hairs which 


secrete globules of poison. They are very well camouflaged on 
the host plant. The female butterflies are said to be gravid when 
they fly south. | do not believe successful breeding has been 
recorded so far south. 


Observers: Cha Cathy Hawes; DHe Dean Hewish; DK Dave 
King; JH Joe Hubbard; MHe Marilyn Hewish; TP Trevor Pescott; 
VWD Valda Dedman 
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Mammal report 


13/03/10 
03/03/10 
16/03/10 
12/03/10 
22/01/10 
04/03/10 
16/03/10 
14/03/10 
06/03/10 
06/03/10 
30/01/10 
02/03/10 
06/03/10 
13/03/10 


Short-beaked Echidna 
Agile Antechinus 

Agile Antechinus 
Common Brushtail Possum 
Common Ringtail Possum 
Common Ringtail Possum 
Common Ringtail Possum 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Black Wallaby 

Black Wallaby 
Grey-headed Flying-fox 
Grey-headed Flying-fox 
Bush Rat 

European Rabbit 


N 


... Trevor Pescott, Mammal Study Group 


Lease Road, Brisbane Ranges, diggings found. 
Switch Road near Ballan Road, Brisbane Ranges. 
Lease Road, Brisbane Ranges. 

Moolap, roadkilled, Drysdale Rd/Pt Henry T/O. 
Rugby Street, Belmont. 

Spring Creek, Bellbrae, male roadkilled. 
Yaugher, in nest-box. 

Lease road at Savannah Tk, Brisbane Ranges. 
Rapier Ridge Tk, Carlisle Heath, Otways. 
Carlisle River Road, Otways. 

Rugby Street, Belmont. 

Geelong Botanic Gardens, 8.30 pm 

Rapier Ridge Tk, Carlisle Heath, Otways. 
Lease Road, Brisbane Ranges, scats/diggings. 





Observers: FSG Fauna Survey Group, TP Trevor Pescott, BSm Brett Smith, PIX PixController cameras. 


Agile Antechinus: on 03/03/10, along with students from 
the Gordon TAFE, | set 20 small Elliott traps in the 
bushland off the south end of Switch Road for one night: 
the result was 2 Agile Antechinuses. Both were immature 
individuals, the male weighing 23 gm, the female 20 gm. 
Our own trapping, over three nights produced a similar 
result, with a very small female weight 14 gm and a male 
at 24 gm. | should acknowledge the gift of a full set of 
Pesola scales from Chris Pitfield which has enables us 
to measure the animals we catch. This is the best guide 
we have available to their age or maturity. 


Common Ringtail Possum: Brett Smith's observations of 
the possums, flying-foxes and Marbled Gecko (see Herp 
report) came via the GFNC web site--it is great to see this 
facility increasingly being used by members and 
non-members alike. His report referred to two possums, 
the 'resident pair, reaching out from bay tree to eat leaves 
off apple tree’, at his home in Rugby Street, Belmont. 
About 12 months ago, | set up four wooden nest-boxes at 
Yaugher. A possum briefly used one, and kookaburras 
showed interest in another (| changed it from a parrot box 
to a kookaburra box, and although one spent much of its 
time investigating it, it didn't nest there...maybe next 
spring!) 

Now another nest-box has been taken over by a possum; 
it may be the same animal that has, in the past, built a 
drey in shrubbery near where | put the box. 


Grey-headed Flying-fox: another observation from Brett 
Smith, of one or two flying-foxes coming in each night 
from 12th to 30th January, feeding on fruit on peach and 
pear trees at Rugby Street, Belmont. Many were seen 
flying around trees in the Geelong Botanic Gardens on 2 
March; reports--and | can't confirm them--put the popula- 
tion of the Eastern Park colony at 11 000 individuals. 


PixController cameras 
... [revor Pescott 


The three cameras we have continue to be used with 
mixed results. After having no success with them 

when they were put on 24 hour settings, due to vegetation 
movement setting them off, at sites off Rapier Ridge Track 
in the Carlisle Heath section of the Great Otway National 
Park, | returned them but on night only. This proved bet- 
ter, although the flashlight on one of the cameras failed to 
fire. 


On one camera, we obtained 72 pictures of a Bush Rat at 
one site between 2.51.23 am on 25/02/10 and 6.25.07 am 
on 05/03/10. What this means is that the bait we use is 
still attractive even after about two weeks -- there is no 
need to replenish regularly. We are not able to determine 
if it was the same Bush Rat in all the photographs or dif- 
ferent ones, but in each photograph there was only one 
rat. 


The second camera provided us with 33 photographs of a 
Bush Rat and 11 of a Black Wallaby. 


While we are not gaining photographs of particularly 
interesting species, the cameras are widely recognised as 
a valuable tool in fauna research. Of course they are not 
the be-all and end-all to mammal study, but they can give 
us a Clue to what mammals are present, notably those 
that we can't easily trap. By varying the bait, it is possible 
to 'target' specific ones as we learnt from the talk on 
quolls by Jenny Nelson at last month's meeting. 


We will put the cameras out again early this month, 
perhaps at sites where our Spot-tailed Quoll survey 
suggested this elusive mammal may be found. Please let 
me know if you would like to be involved in the process as 
dates and sites are yet to be finalised. 
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Reptile and amphibian (Herpetology) report 


Marbled Gecko 1 
Marbled Gecko 1 
Marbled Gecko 

Garden Skink 

Garden Skink 

McCoy's Skink 

Spencer's Skink 

Spencer's Skink 

Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 
Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 
Lowland Copperhead Snake 
Mainland Tiger Snake 
Mainland Tiger Snake 


10/01/10 
08/03/10 


Few 06/03/10 
Many 13/03/10 
31/12/09 
31/12/09 
09/02/10 
02/03/10 
08/11/09 
10/03/10 
07/03/10 
12/03/10 


Rugby Street, Belmont. 

Hartwick Court, Grovedale. 

Twitt Street, Moolap 'several years ago.’ 
Yaugher pine plantation. 

Lease Road, Brisbane Ranges. 
Sharps Fire Dam, via Lorne, Otways. 
Sharp's Fire Dam, Via Lorne, Otways. 
Mt Defiance, Otways. 

Western Treatment Plant. 

Near Teddy's Lookout, Lorne. 

Lake Lorne, Drysdale. 

Stevenson's Falls, Otways. 

Lake Lorne, Drysdale. 


... revor Pescott 


BSm 
GTh 
GTh 
TPe 
FSG 
PHo 
PHo 
PHo 
TFI 
PHo 
GFN 
BL 
TP 


Observers: BSm Brett Smith, GTh Graham Thompson, TP Trevor Pescott, FSG Fauna Study Group, PHo Peter Homan, TFI Tom 
Fletcher, GFN members of Geelong Field Naturalists Club, BL Barry Lingham 


Marbled Gecko: the two sightings, from Grovedale and 
Moolap, extend the range of the species on our 
Herpetology Register. In an email, Graham 

Thomson made the following comments after reporting the 
discovery at Grovedale -- 'Several years ago | believe | 
saw a gecko at my house in Moolap between some old 
wood. It ran off before | could get a good look but its 
characteristic feet were unmistakable.’ It would be 
interesting to find how far ranging they are around 
Geelong and district. Following Marilyn Hewish's 
comments over the last months, of geckoes at Bacchus 
Marsh, is it possible they are also in the Brisbane Ranges? 


Garden Skink: this is probably the most abundant of all 
reptiles in our region. | wonder, too, if the Delicate Skink 
which is found in suburban Melbourne is also here! 


Eastern Bluetongue Lizard: the one Tom Fletcher saw at 
the WTP was a robust animal; he noted how different it 
was in markings from the Blotched Bluetongues he is 
familiar with at Ocean Grove. 


Lowland Copperhead Snake: a few GFNC members and 
others were at an on-site meeting to discuss a proposal to 
put a path around Lake Lorne. As we crossed the railway 


Orchids of the Anglesea District (3 edition) 

by Everett Foster & Margaret MacDonald. Inverted 
Logic, Melbourne, 2009. RRP $25.00 

ANGAIR Inc. is pleased to inform members and friends 
that the third edition of our local field guide to the orchids 
of the area has been printed and is now availalble for 
purchase. 

The guide has a complete new look, with a panoramic 
view from the Anglesea coastal heathlands to the Split 
Pont Lighthouse at Aireys Inlet on the cover, that has been 
gloss laminated on both sides. Three new orchids for the 
area have been included Pterostylis chlorogramma 
Green-striped Greenhood, Chilog/ottis trilabra Tall Bird 
Orchid and Lyperanthus suaveolens Brown Beaks. Many 
digital images have replaced some of the images in the 
previous edition. The text has been printed on satin paper 
and has been varnished throughout. For those people 
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and entered the lake reserve, we disturbed the blackest 
Copperhead I've seen. No wonder there are reports of 
black snakes around Geelong and in the Otway Ranges! 


Mainland Tiger Snake: in an attempt to catch the above 
Copperhead, | set a funnel trap where | thought it may be 
living. | didn't catch it, but just where it had been basking 
two days earlier was a fine Tiger! It was placid enough, 
simply moving away as | approached it, but the one Barry 
Lingham found at Stevenson's Falls was ready to protect 
its living space with a show of aggression. 


What, no frogs? We overdid it last month and there 
haven't been any new amphibian sightings for March. But 
Marilyn Hewish's comments in the March Geelong Natural- 
ist are worth noting. After heavy rain when about 70 mm 
fell, she and Dean heard several species of frogs in fine 
voice even from dams that had been filled by the down- 
pour. At our last mammal trapping exercise, two members 
of the Friends of the Brisbane Ranges, who live at Bal- 
larat, told me of the many frogs crossing roads north and 
south 

of that city at night after presumably the same heavy rain. 
There were so many it was impossible to avoid running 
over them! 


who thought the authors were ageless, we have included 
a photo taken in December 2009. We are very happy with 
the finished product that was printed by Adams Print, a 
local company from Geelong. Some more good news is 
that we have managed to maintain the price at $25 per 
copy. 

We have now sold 1500 copies of the field guide that has 
resulted in so many people being able to recognise the 
Anglesea orchids, and also in making people aware of the 
need to protect their habitat. This was the reason behind 
the production of the book in 1999. All funds from the sale 
of this book remain with ANGAIR Inc. Please make 
cheque payable to ANGAIR Inc. $28 (including postage) 
and send to ANGAIR Inc. PO Box 12 Anglesea, VIC. 3231 
This book is a companion guide to Flowers of Anglesea 
and Aireys Inlet, 2009, also available from ANGAIR Inc. 
Cost $30 Postage & handling $5.00 





President's Annual Report April 2010 


O n behalf of the Committee | am pleased to present this 
annual report of the Geelong Field Naturalist Club’s 
activities for 2009/2010. 


This year has seen the Club very much in a holding position. 

Our membership numbers have stayed steady, but we really 
needed to see some increase to cope with the gradual ageing of 
the Club membership. The committee has been struggling, with 
no Vice-President, the resignation of our Secretary and Minutes 
Secretary during the year, and only six ordinary members 
instead of seven. The Club’s agreement to extend the term of 
the President from two to three years was a sensible change, but 
doesn’t solve the long-term problem of lack of candidates for the 
position. 


Regular events and ongoing activities 

The Club’s regular talks, excursions and the monthly magazine 
form the backbone of our activities for the majority of members. 
Our boneseeding days in the You Yangs, organised again this 
year by Rob Beardsley and Claire and Dennis Greenwell, are the 
only working bee activity that we regularly conduct. 


Neil McInnes has again masterminded an excellent activities 
program and Lorraine Phelan has continued to maintain our 
library while also producing our ‘flagship’ the Geelong 
Naturalist which has again been efficiently distributed by our 
memberships team headed by Peter Williams. My thanks to 
Peter for taking on two extra tasks this year, our display at the 
Angair Wildflower show and the Clean Up Australia Day at 
Jerringot; and to Valda Dedman and Alison Watson for 
producing editions of the GN when Lorraine has been away. 

A special mention must also be made of all the regular GN 
contributors—Valda, Trevor Pescott, Barry Lingham, Dean and 
Marilyn Hewish, and Dave King—as well as the numerous 
observers and excursion and mid-week bird reporters who make 
the GN such an excellent publication. We welcomed Joe 
Hubbard back as a regular contributor after Marilyn regretfully 
ended production of her excellent monthly articles. 


Dick Southcombe has again been our Plant Group leader and 
organiser of the Wider Geelong Flora lecture series which 
extends the Club’s activities beyond our own members. The 
Bird Group continues to be very active, with Barry Lingham 
organising the talks and Polly Cutcliffe the mid-week bird 
outings. Barry is also our webmaster and with Bernadette 
collecting and organising the mail, has helped fill the gap since 
our Secretary, Tim Billington, retired from the job. Our thanks to 
Tim for his work over the last few years dealing with this 
important behind-the-scenes task. Along with the Treasurer's 
role, ably filled by Peter Turner, and the preparation of general 
meeting minutes (Mary Roberts) and committee minutes (Lynne 
Clarke) the secretarial and administrative functions are a ‘must 
be done’ part of the Club’s activities, that provide a drain on our 
energies if positions are not filled. 


New activities 

With the committee stretched, we have not been able to branch 
out into new fields this year. However, Trevor Pescott and the 
mammal group have been using the PixController cameras in a 
range of locations during the year, and our renewed trapping 
licence now permits us to trap bats, reptiles and burrowing 
freshwater crayfish as well as small mammals. 


This year's special events 
Two Club members received the Order of Australia medal in the 
Queens Birthday honours in 2009; Trevor Pescott for ‘service to 


...Deborah Evans 


conservation and the environment, and to the community of 
Geelong’ and Duncan McKenzie, a founding member of the club 
in 1961, for ‘services to the environment through Birds Australia 
Gluepot Reserve, and to the community’. 


The other special event for this year was the ‘Thismia hunt’, 
undertaken in November by a small team of Club members led 
by Trevor Pescott and Rosalind Smallwood. Finding the small, 
saprophytic, Thismia rodwayii under the leaf litter in the Otways 
shows there are still surprises to be had if we only take the time 
to look. 


Comings and goings 

On a sadder note, we bade a fond farewell to three of our Club 
members: Winston Huggins, who died in July, and Rachel Keary 
and Judith Newberry. As we approach our 50th anniversary, it is 
important to remember the contributions of our early members 
such as Winston and the immense amount of knowledge they 
accumulated over the years. 


Behind the scenes 

There have been a number of changes during the year in 
arrangements at the Friends of the Geelong Botanic Gardens 
meeting rooms that we share with a range of other groups. We 
have had to reduce what we can store at the rooms in order to 
accommodate the expansion of requirements by other users. 
Some ‘spring cleaning’ was long overdue, but we still have more 
to deal with. New library shelving planned for this year will 
hopefully improve the display and accessibility of all groups’ 
collections. 


We have also started the complex task of working out how to 
store, in some form of easily accessible database system(s), the 
vast accumulation of natural history observations that club 
members have made. The ability to produce historic as well as 
current information is critical if we are to document the effects of 
climate change and convince planners and others of the 
importance of preservation of biodiversity areas and links. 


The Committee and the Conservation Group have been 
attempting to provide Club responses on these biodiversity 
issues to as many as possible of the numerous planning 
proposals that have come forward during 2009. These have 
included Structure Plans for Lara and Armstrong Creek, the new 
CoGG Stormwater Harvesting Policy, CoGG landscape 
overlays, and proposals for Lake Connewarre, the Barwon River 
Parklands and the Indented Head grassy woodland. A special 
thanks to Bruce Lindsay and Barry Lingham for preparing 
submissions and appearing at panel hearings. 


Looking ahead 

We have to hope for a rejuvenation of the committee if we are to 
do more than just maintain the holding pattern in 2010. This is 
especially so as 2011 will be the 50th anniversary of the GFNC 
(in its second incarnation) and there is a lot of work to be done if 
we are to celebrate this properly. The Committee is keen to have 
as much input as possible from Club members if it is truly to be a 
celebration of all the contributions of members over the years. 


And finally ... 

On behalf of all members | would like to sincerely thank the 
Committee and other volunteers for their hard work and for the 
various individual contributions that have enabled us to come out 
at the end of the year with the Club still actively involved in 
meeting all its fundamental objectives. 
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The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Incorporated 
Treasurer's Report for 2009/2010 


It is with pleasure that | present this financial report for the 
year ended 28th February 2010. 


Our membership ‘units’ paid for in the financial year 
ending 28 February 2010 totalled 163 (10 Corporate 
including 2 International), 96 Ordinary, 36 Joint/family, 

8 Magazine only, 12 Supporting, Junior/student 1). 

This compares with 162 for the previous financial year. 
We welcomed 16 new members but lost 15. Including our 
current 10 life members, our current membership is 173. 
The number of Ordinary subscriptions rose by 24 while the 
Supporting subscriptions fell by 20, presumably in 
response to the increase in annual subscription fees this 
year. 


The accompanying Consolidated Statement for 2009/2010 
is based on the Statement of Receipts and Payments for 
2009/2010 for our CBA cheque account and the 
Statement for the ANZ V2+ Investment account (both of 
which have been signed off by GFNC’s honorary auditor) 
and the Statement of Assets and Liabilities for 2009-2010. 
Copies of these detailed statements are available for 
inspection at the AGM. 


Our basic running expenses this year, for printing, 
postage, stationery, meeting room hire, maintenance of 
existing equipment, insurance and Incorporation 
registration was $5635, compared to our income from 
subscriptions of $6252. There have been increases in 
some of our costs, especially insurance, and some costs 
related to 2009/10 activities had not been invoiced by 
28/2/10. Overall, your Committee was pleased that the 
increase in fees has resulted in basic subscription income 
covering costs with a surplus compared to the previous 
deficit. 


The Club is in a strong position financially, with reserve 
funds of $30,000 invested with the ANZ. We acknowledge 
with thanks grants of $2000 from the City of Greater 
Geelong’s (CoGG) Community Stewardship, and $3000 
from the Federal Government for a defibrillator to take on 


...Peter Turner 


excursions. Our thanks also to those members who have 
made donations directly or through Supporting 
Memberships. 


Subscription rates for the 2010/2011 Club remain as for 
2009/2010: Supporting member — $45.00, Joint/family 
member — $45.00, Corporate member — $40.00, Ordinary 
member — $35.00, Full-time tertiary student membership — 
$25.00, Junior member (under 19) — $10.00, Subscriber to 
Geelong Naturalist only — $30.00, Annual Geelong Bird 
Report — $10.00 (posted — $15.00). (All members receive 
the monthly publication Geelong Naturalist). International 
subscriber rates are: Geelong Bird Report — $AUD25.00, 
Geelong Naturalist - $AUD50.00. 


This year the Club has purchased a digital recorder for use 
during meetings, to replace the old tape system. The 
successful application by Neil McInnes on GFNC’s behalf 
for a grant resulted in purchase of a defibrillator to take on 
excursions. Our existing funds, plus hopefully continued 
support from CoGG, will enable us to purchase or replace 
other items in the future and to have funds for survey, 
research or educational purposes. However, while the 
Committee considered calling for projects that might be 
supported using a part of these funds, we were unable to 
progress this initiative this year due to time pressures on 
committee members. 


| thank our President, Deborah Evans, who acted as 
Treasurer in 200809 and who has been generous in 
assisting me to ‘learn the ropes’ in this role. | thank also 
our Membership Officer, Peter Williams, who manages the 
membership records most efficiently. During the first half 
of this financial year | was unable to attend a number of 
meetings and | am very grateful to members of the 
Committee who acted for me at those times. 


Peter Turner 
Honorary Treasurer 





Gum-leaf Katydid Yaugher 5/3/2010 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 


Registration No A0013708R 


CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF INCOME, EXPENDITURE & ASSETS 
FOR FINANICAL YEAR ENDED 28TH FEBRUARY 2010 


28-Feb-2009 28-Feb-2010 Notes 
$ $ 
INCOME 
Subscriptions from members 5725.00 6252.00 
Proceeds from fund raising 173.10 110.10 
Donations 455.00 442.00 
Government grants 3000.00 5000.00 
Bank interest 1607.57 638.49 
Sale of books, pens 52.00 70.00 
Sales of Geelong Bird Report 690.50 420.00 
Camp & Excursion fees received 3200.00 327.60 1 
Total Income 14903.17 13260.19 
EXPENDITURE 
Meeting Room Hire 410.00 147.00 2 
Guest speaker travel expensies 170.00 250.00 
Stationery & printing - general 558.88 319.35 
Insurance premiums & incorporation fees 863.97 1082.93 
Geelong Naturalist - print & post 3866.70 3473.49 
Geelong Bird Report - print & post 383.92 0.00 3 
Subscriptions & memberships 638.00 363.00 
Donations 10.80 160.00 
Equipment - repair & maintenance 136.00 0.00 4 
Equipment - purchases 3946.07 3381.66 
Library purchases 2947.55 110.00 5 
Camp & Excursion payments 3060.00 333.60 1 
Bank charges 0.00 0.00 
Sundries 428.46 60.50 
Total Expenditure 17420.35 9681.53 
SURPLUS -2517.18 3578.66 
ASSETS 
Cash balance in CBA Cheque A/c at end of year 2028.73 3908.92 
Balance in ANZ V2+ Investment A/c 26440.69 30078.96 
Equipment 20149.12 23108.70 
Library stock 11805.50 11915.50 
Shares in Timboon Bushland Coop 250.00 250.00 
Total Assets 60674.04 69262.08 
LIABILITIES 
Unpresented cheques 1513.70 3453.50 
Subscriptions received in advance 216.00 115.00 
Total Liabilities 1729.70 3568.50 
NETT ASSETS 58944.34 65693.58 
Notes 1 Fees and payments for January 2010 campout not made through 
GFNC account. 


2 Payment for FGBG Meeting Room hire delayed due to new contract 
3 Preparation and printing of 2008 Bird Report delayed 

4 Claims for equipment repair not submitted by 28/2/10 

5 Special 08/09 funding for library upgrade not repeated in 09/10. 


This consolidated report is based on the audited statements for the CBA Cheque and ANZ V2+ accounts, 


and the Statement of Assets and Liabilities, for the GFNC Financial Year 2009/10.. 


These statements will be available at the Annual General Meeting or by request from the Treasurer. 
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Fluctuation of Magpie Geese at Serendip Sanctuary 
...Gordon Mc Carthy, Maryann Thorp, Geoff Gayner 


Magpie geese first appeared in large numbers at Serendip in February 2006, (1000+)’Maryann Thorp”. They drop off 
in late March but have a small peak in winter, after that there are very few birds until February-March again. 

This appears to coincide with the aftermath of local cropping, when they feed in the stubble paddocks to the west of 
Serendip, noted for some time by Geoff Gayner in the early mornings. They appear to fly into Serendip to drink and 


roost. 


On Saturday 6" March this year at about 10 am, we watched as about 1000 birds flew in from the western paddock 
between Serendip and the you Yangs. Quite a spectacle! They drank at the lake, before taking off again. 
An earlier article on the local history of the geese appeared in The Geelong Naturalist on April 2006, Vol 14, No. 11. 
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Bird observations, February — March 2010 


he end of summer is often one of the most productive 

times for bird observers. Some birds, such as Flame, 
Pink and Rose Robins move out from the Otway forests to 
over-winter in the Geelong area. Satin Bowerbirds 
frequent the wetter forest areas, but occasionally they are 
found locally at this time of year. Kay was lucky enough to 
have a green bird (immature male or female) visit her 
garden in Belmont. The Rufous Fantail noted by Joe may 
also have come from the Otways. 


Gordon has been surveying birds at Serendip for many 
years. A pattern has emerged with large numbers of up to 
1000 or more Magpie Geese being seen in during early 
autumn over the past few years. The birds feed in nearby 
stubble paddocks, but drink from the lake at Serendip. 


Balyang continues to host a wide range of species, 
including several raptors. Bryant’s record of at least one 
successful breeding pair of Spotless Crakes adds to the 
impressive list of species that utilise the wetland for 
breeding. 


Reedy Lake has been one of the most important local 


wetlands, with regular records of Australian Bitterns and 
significant numbers of Red-kneed Dotterels. Several 
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... Barry Lingham 


observers were also able to spot the Ruff that has been 
using the lake in early March. This species is a rare visitor 
to Victoria. 


The report of a Cockatiel by the Watsons is intriguing. It is 
most probably an escaped pet, but these parrots 
sometimes move to the southern parts of Victoria during 
drier periods. 


As | write this, | note that OBPs have been seen at the 
Western Treatment Plant already and Tim McKellar and | 
were pleased to see a flock of 20+ Swift Parrots at Point 
Lonsdale. The birds are on the move, and it is a great time 
to be out and enjoying watching our local birdlife! 


The following observations are a selection of those 
submitted. All observations are published in the Geelong 
Bird Report. 


Observers: AW, Alison Watson; BAt, Bryant Atwood; BL, 
Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; BSm, Brett Smith; 
BWh, Bev Wheeler; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean 
Hewish; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GGa, Geoff Gayner; JH, 
Joe Hubbard; JN, John Newman; KC, Kay Campbell; MBi, 
Michael Bird; RP, Robert Preston. 


Number 


Magpie Goose 1000+ 
White-throated Needletail 10+ 


Species 


Cattle Egret 


Collared Sparrowhawk 


Grey Goshawk 


Peregrine Falcon 


Buff-banded Rail 
Baillon's Crake 
Australian Spotted Crake 


Spotless Crake 


Pacific Golden Plover 
Double-banded Plover 


Red-kneed Dotterel 


Ruddy Turnstone 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Ruff 

Painted Button-quail 


Yellow-tailed Black- 
Cockatoo 


Long-billed Corella 
Cockatiel 
Scaly-breasted Lorikeet 


Cuckoo sp 
Pallid Cuckoo 


Sacred Kingfisher 


Satin Bowerbird 


New Holland Honeyeater 


Crested Shrike-tit 
Olive-backed Oriole 


Rufous Fantail 
Welcome Swallow 


What else has been seen? 


On 25 February, there were dozens of Portuguese-Man- 
O'-Wars (or should that be Men-O'-War?) beachcast along 
Southside Beach (i.e. the bay between Bells Beach and 


Addiscott Beach. 


On 8 March, there were many, many Pobblebonk Frogs 
calling from an inundated swale behind the primary sand 
dune at Whites Beach, Torquay; the interdunal area was 
inundated only the day before (I don't know how much rain 
we had that day but it was lots, my rain gauge over- 


flowed!). 
John Peter 


Date 


6/03/2010 
9/03/2010 


Feb 


10/03/2010 
6/03/2010 
10/03/2010 


16/02/2010 
26/02/2010 
16/03/2010 


14/03/2010 


7/02/2010 
22/02/2010 
19/02/2010 

4/03/2010 


20/02/2010 


3/03/2010 
3/03/2010 


6/03/2010 


3/03/2010 
6/03/2010 
6/03/2010 
14/03/2010 


27/02/2010 


5/03/2010 
2/3/2010 
6/03/2010 


15/03/2010 
20/02/2010 
25/02/2010 


10/03/2010 


March 


10/03/2010 
4/03/2010 
28/02/2010 


10/03/2010 
9/02/2010 


Observers 


GMc;GGa 
DHe 


Comment 


Serendip. Birds flew into Serendip, drank from lake and flew out again. 
Bacchus Marsh. Overhead. 


Balyang Sanctuary. One nest with two nestlings, probably hatched 31/1. 
Still present 14/2. 


Balyang Sanctuary. Flew into island trees at the same time as a Grey 
Goshawk. Also on 2/3. 


Bellarine Hwy, Moolap. Flew toward Reedy Lake mid-afternoon. JN 


Balyang Sanctuary. Flew into island trees at the same time as a a Col- 
lared Sparrowhawk. 


Edsell Reserve, Wallington. Bird noted here on several occasions. 
Bellbrae 


BAt 


BAt 


Bellbrae, moving between trees 


Highton-Ceres. Hunting and creating chaos amongst a large group of 
Rock Doves 


Belmont. Immature bird. In pear tree, with sparrow in single foot grasp. 
Balyang Sanctuary. Also 23/2 & 1/3. 

Balyang Sanctuary. One or two bird daily from 7/1 until 27/2 

Reedy Lake. Moolap Station Road. On edge of reedy island. 


Balyang Sanctuary. Adults and juveniles; probably more than one nest. 
First obs 2/2, last obs 5/3 


Black Rocks. On rocks. 
Black Rocks. On rocks. 


Roosting under a melaleuca in the water and feeding in the shallows near 
Moolap Station Road. 


Black Rocks. On rocks. 

Reedy Lake. Moolap Station Road. Pursued by a Peregrine Falcon. 
Reedy Lake. With a flock of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers. 

You Yangs. Bird walking across road in front of car. 


Aireys Inlet. Breakfast Ck Rd. 1 dead juvenile under a Casuarina beside 
the road. 


Balyang Sanctuary. Noted most mornings until 12/3. 
Bellbrae, in gums calling, male. Escapee? 
Belmont. Seen several times; flying with Rainbow Lorikeets. 


Point Lonsdale Golf Course. Probably a Shining Bronze, with bright bars 
across the breast. 

Mt Duneed Road. Bird noted flying from perch on a fence. 

Ocean Grove. Blue Waters Lake. A bird perched on branch of a eucalypt 
at sunset. 

Belmont. Foraging in our front garden in Belmont above the Barwon 
River. 


Newtown. Repeated breeding. Sitting in Jan and feeding young. Sitting 
again Feb -March. Fedgling noted 13/3. Nest was a suspended construc- 
tion. 


An albino in a Belmont garden. Yellow feathers on the wing, the remain- 
der was an off white. J Kelly 


Bellbrae. Also on 16/3 


Balyang Sanctuary. One flew to ground to pick up large leaf in bill. Pre- 
sent from 7/1/2010 


Geelong Botanic Gardens. 
Breakwater Road. Sitting on a power line. 








John Peter 


Portuguese-Man-O'-War 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 


Thursday 22 April 2010 
Bannockburn 
Leader: Kay Campbell 


A diverse area - yellow-gum woodland, cleared pine 
plantation and sugar gum plantation--producing a variety 
of birds. 


Meet: 8.30 am at the Fyansford Common parking area, 
next to the Fyansford Hotel, Deviation Road, Fyansford 
(Melway p.451, A2) 


OR 
9.00 am at the entrance to the Bannockburn Reserve, on 
the left hand side of the Bannockburn-Teesdale-Shelford 
Road, approximately 3.5 km from Bannockburn town 
centre (300 metres past the Bannockburn Reserve sign). 
(Melway p.611, C6/D6) 


Bring: Binoculars, morning tea, suitable clothing and 
footwear, etc. 


Finish: About midday 


Enquiries: Kay 5243 3311 or Polly 5244 0182 


GFNC excursion 
Unfortunately Noel Schleiger is unable to run this month's 
excursion so an alternative excursion has been planned. 


Ironbark Basin 


For those interested in a bit more 
adventure arrive by 8:00 am at the car park for a walk 
down into the basin area. 

After morning tea we will do the walk along the top 
section (no hills). 

A drive down to South Bells for lunch, then a 
beach walk and 
some geology would allow a finish around 
2:30pm 


Meet: 8.00 am at top carpark Pt Addis Rd 


OR 
At 9.30 am at Geelong Gardens to meet the 
rest of the group for morning tea at 10.30 am at the 
carpark. 
Bring: lunch, snacks, wet weather gear, hat, water, 
walking shoes, binoculars 


Contact: Barry Lingham 5244 4291 
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Next Trapping 


Following the Club's successful biodiversity day on the 
McKellar property between Eumeralla and Point Addis, 
and after Tim McKellar noted some small mammals 
there, it was decided to undertake a fauna search there 
in April. 


Meet: at McKellars' property Grasstrees off Hurst Road; 
take the Anglesea Road then turn left onto Hurst Road 
once you have past the well-signed Point Addis turnoff. 


Dates: set traps on Saturday 10 April, check them on 
Sunday, Monday and collect them on Tuesday. 


Please let me know if you are able to participate in case 
of a late change or cancellation, 


email: ppescott@optusnet.com.au or phone 5243 4368 


Trevor Pescott, 
For the Fauna Survey Group. 


Eco Book Group 


Tuesday 30 June 2010 


Seasick: The Hidden ecological crisis of the 
global ocean, Alanna Mitchell, 2008 


Copies have been ordered for purchase at 
Paton Books, Shop 3/329 Pakington St 
52296622 (c$25) 


Contact: Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 


Mailing roster 


April: Sheila Silver 
May: Polly Cutcliffe 





GFNC COMMITTEE 2009-2010 


President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Vice-President Vacant 

Immediate Past President Vacant 

Secretary Vacant 

Treasurer Peter Turner 5241 2654 presturner@ozemail.com.au 
Minute Secretary Peter Turner 

Committee Member 


David Flanagan 5221 2427 jillpip6@optusnet.com.au 
Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Neil McInnes 0408 102 802 neil06021955@gmail.com 
Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Peter Williams 5221 3503 peter.w@wesinet.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 
Belmont Escarpment Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Conservation Group Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 
Editor Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish 5367 3196 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Membership Officer Peter Williams 5221 3503 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Eco Book Group Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 





Coming events 


APRIL 2010 MAY 2010 
6 AGM—Members Night 4 General Meeting: Local Wildlife Photography 
10-13 Fauna Search, McKellar's property — Richard Kumnick 
Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 11 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 
Bird Group: Quail-thrushes—Marilyn Hewish 16 Excursion: Lederderg Gorge 
Excursion: Ironbark Basin Leaders: Dean and Marilyn Hewish 
Leader: Barry Lingham (note change) TBA Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion—Modewarre Bird Group: Tracking Wader Movements 
Danny Rogers 
Boneseed pull—You Yangs. Leaders: 
Rob Beardsley, Claire & Dennis Greenwell 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 26 April 2009. 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette (saved as a Word document or .rtf please) 
Photographs—digital as .jjpg (100 to 250 KB approx. if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning 
to the Editor of April and May editions 
Alison Watson ph. 5266 1087 or email <paw@aussiebroadband.com.au> 


DISCLAIMER 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 


Please contact the Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
photograph) from another source, so that copyright permission can start at 8.00 pm 
be sought. 


, tae! , Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park 
The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 


that acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 
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